
1 

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
7800 Erie Street 

Sylvania, OH 43560 
www.ststephenlutheran.church 

419-885-1551  

October 18, 2026 10:30 A.M. 



2 

Lectionary 29 
Prelude               

  
Welcome and Announcements 
   Stand 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 

 who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the Earth. 

C Amen. 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,  

let us confess our sin to God.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

P Compassionate God, 

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness  

 in the  world and in our own hearts. 

 Creation groans from overuse. 

 Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

 Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others.  

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ.   

 Amen.  

P Hear this good news:  

We have peace with God through  Jesus Christ, 

 In whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C Amen. 

 .  

  

 

 

 



3 

Opening Hymn                                                “Bless the Lord O My Soul”  

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name  

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes  

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name  

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find  

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name  

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore  

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name  
 “Bless the Lord O My Soul” Words & Music Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman  © 2011 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI 

Christian Music Publishing) Said And Done Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) sixsteps Music (Admin. 
by EMI Christian Music Publishing) SHOUT! Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 

worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)   CCLI #450446 Song Number: 6016351  
 

 
 

https://us.songselect.com/search/author?Authors=4294897908&Sorting=Popularity
https://us.songselect.com/search/author?Authors=4294898174&Sorting=Popularity
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
Kyrie (Lord Have Mercy)  
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Prayer of the Day  

 

 Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live 

in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, 

let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
First Reading:  Isaiah 45:1-7  
 
 A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading:  Psalm 23                   

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
According to Matthew 22:15-22  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
the gospel is read 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

SERMON         “WHAT WAS THE BEST USE OF YOUR TAX-DOLLARS?” REV. GREG OLSEN

              

           
Stand 
 

7 
Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations, 

    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
8 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9 
Worship the Lord in the splendor of his

[a]
 holiness; 

    tremble before him, all the earth. 

4 
For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

    he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 
For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

    but the Lord made the heavens. 
6 

Splendor and majesty are before him; 
    strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

1 
Sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 

Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 
    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 
Declare his glory among the nations, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2096%3A1-9&version=CEV;NIV#fen-NIV-15475a
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                   “How Great Thou Art”  ELW 856 
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Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen  
Sit 

Prayers of the Church  

    Pastor concludes each petition with: ”Hear us, O God.” 
C “Your mercy is great.”  

Pastor concludes with: 

 P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers 

and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace  
If you are in our sanctuary please wave or give a peace sign to those around you. If you are 

worshipping online, please type a greeting of peace to others.    

Stand 

 

If you wish to contribute to St. Stephen’s ministry you can give electronically with 

the QR code on the blue folder in each aisle, place  offerings in the offering box in 

the Narthex or mail your offerings to 7800 Erie St., Sylvania, OH 43560. 
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Offering Prayer 
 God of creation,  
 you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
 All blessings are from you; 
 make us generous with what we have. 
 Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
 in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
 today and always.  
 Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and  
  the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
Sit 
 
 

Communion: 
All people who believe in Jesus Christ are welcome to come and receive Christ’s body and 

blood. Regardless of your church background or affiliation, you are welcome to come forward. 

We will begin with those seated on the pulpit side of the congregation then those seated on the 

keyboard side then those that are in the back section. You may come down the center aisle to 

receive the bread. Choose an individual cup (red is wine, white is grape juice) to receive and 

place your empty glass in the bowl as you return to your seat using the side aisles. 
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Communion Hymn              “Good Good Father”  

I've heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 
You tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I'm never alone 
You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 

I've seen many searching for answers 
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers 
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
Love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
Into love love love 
You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 

“Good Good Father” Words & Music: Anthony Brown & Pat Barrett © © 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon, Common Hymnal Publishing, 

Housefires Sounds, sixsteps Music, Tony Brown Publishing Designee, Vamos Publishing, worshiptogether.com songs (adm: Capitol 

CMG Publishing) CCLI License @450466 CCLI Song # 7036612 
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Stand 

Sending Forth  

  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and keep  
                  you in his grace.  Amen.  
 

 
Prayer 
  Sustaining God, 
  With this bread and cup, 
  you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
  Make us living signs of your liberation, healing and love, 
  following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
  Amen.  
 
Benediction 
 P   The God of love 
  draw you into full accord and one mind, 
  in the body of Christ Jesus. 
 C   Amen. 
 P   The God of hope 
  grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
  through the interceding of the Spirit. 
 C   Amen. 
  The God of grace. 
   bless you now and forever. 
 C   Amen. 
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Closing Song                          “Blessed Be Your Name”   
Blessed be Your name 
In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed be Your name 
Every blessing You pour out 
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in 
Lord still I will say 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
Blessed be Your name 
When the sun's shining down on me 
When the world's all as it should be 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering 
Though there's pain in the offering 
Blessed be Your name 
Every blessing You pour out 
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in 
Lord still I will say 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
You give and take away 
You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord blessed be Your name 
You give and take away 
You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 

 “Blessed Be Your Name” Words and Music Matt Redman and Beth Redman © 2002 Thankyou Music; admin EMI Chrisian Music Publishing   CCLI 

License #450446 CCLI #3798438 
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   
Liturgy components reprinted under the following or  as listed  Lutheran Book of Worship and Sundays and Season: Augsburg For-

tress License #44951  

 
 
Departure Bid 

A Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 
 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 

  


