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At one of our recent Zoom conversations with Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, he shared 

the above slide which is known as the Zunin and Myers  “6 phases of disaster” model.    This 
model is used in a training manual for mental health and human service workers as they help 
folks dealing with disasters….like floods, earthquakes, hurricanes, and you guessed it…
pandemics. 

I thought this was a helpful visual and wanted to share it with you because it gives a 
sense of where we have been and where we are now.  The pre-disaster phase happened for 
us back in January and February as we began to hear rumblings of trouble in Wuhan.  For 
me, the impact hit in March, when within one day, St. Stephen got very conflicting messages 
about the primary election and our role as a voting precinct, which concluded with the can-
cellation of in-person voting.  The heroic stage was those days of free concerts from musi-
cians and celebrities, videos of people singing from their apartment balconies, and feeling 
united in supporting our essential workers.  That culminates in the honeymoon period when 
there is a lot of community cohesion and support.  About 6 months after the initial impact, 
disillusionment creeps in.  That is where we are now.  We are discouraged, anxious, stressed, 
depressed, exhausted—mentally and emotionally.  In this stage, substance abuse rates often 
rise.  People feel abandoned and alone as it becomes clear that there is no easy fix and that 
normal may never return in quite the way we expected.  For some, this period is an emotion-
al and spiritual low point.  Eventually, we will move into the reconstruction phase.   
In this time of disillusionment, I would encourage you to continue to be kind to yourself.  I 

have been taking strength in reading some of the Psalms, especially Psalm 116.  In it the writ-

er has been through a terrible period of distress and anguish, the writer’s soul felt near 

death.  But through it, God was faithful, and now, after some time has passed, the writer is 

able to give thanks.  To help us get through this disillusionment phase, we need to be doing 

as many of the following as we can:  talking with people we trust, getting exercise and good 

sleep, practicing kindness and gratitude, being in prayer and in nature.  As we do these 

things, on days when they are manageable, we begin to lay the groundwork for the future.  

We are getting through this.  It will take longer than we were hoping, but God is with us in 

the struggle and in the journey.  

Beth Ferne Johnson, pastor 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
All Saints Sunday is November 1st.  At this service, we usually have the Book of the Dead availa-
ble for you to add the names of those who have died since last year’s All Saints celebration.  
This year, the book will be available for you to add names during our Drive-In worship on Octo-
ber 25th, and in the narthex during the week prior to November 1st.  If you’d prefer, please call 
the church office and Janell or Pastor Beth will write in the name for you.   
 
WALK-UP COMMUNION 
Walk-up Communion is offered outside under our covered walkway on Wednesdays from 3-6 
p.m. for households that have been quarantining together.  We are communing using wafers, 
and a choice of wine or grape juice, which have been prepared in a safe manner.  A bulletin and 
instructions are available on our website under the Resources tab.  This 5-7 minute service fea-
tures Confession and Forgiveness, as well as Holy Communion.  It is also designed to provide 
physical distancing.  The service is very similar to how communion is shared with folks in the 
hospital and those unable to come to worship.  If these times don’t work for you or your family, 
please contact Pastor Beth to make alternate arrangements.   

 

ONLINE WORSHIP 
We will be hosting Sunday Worship online at 11:00 a.m. while while Lucas county is in “red”. 
You can find previous worship services or tune in live on our facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/ ) or our YouTube Channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q ). Feel free to send this link or share our page to friends and neighbors 
who might want a worship experience without leaving home! 

 
 
ANNUAL MEETING 
We will be having our annual meeting this year on November 8 through Zoom.  Information 
was sent to each household October 21st.  If you do not receive it in a timely manner please 
contact the church office. A trial Zoom run to help familiarize people will be held on November 
7 at 11:00 AM. A link will be sent through One Call Now. 
 
 
 
 

CATECHISM 
Our learning continues as we look at Martin Luther’s explanation of the 10 commandments 
and how we live in the world.  We’re gathering virtually by Google Meets at 12 noon on No-
vember 1 and November 15.  Contact Pastor Beth if you need the link.   
 
YOUTH EVENT 
We’ll be gathering virtually on the 3rd Friday of the month for an hour or so of Bible focused 
discussion, crafts, and a chance to hang out together.  Please contact Pastor Beth for the vir-
tual invitation for our next meeting on November 20th at 2:30.   
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephenSyl/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcria9edIjlTq2ljXXUnB7Q
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Responsible Reopening for In Person Worship— 

Our church council is planning for a responsible return to in-person worship once Lucas County 

transitions back to “orange”, from our current “red” status.  While on red, our Sunday online 

worship will continue, available on Facebook and YouTube.  Once we transition to Orange for 2 

Thursdays in a row, that next Sunday (10 days from the first orange Thursday), we will transition 

to in-person worship, while continuing to provide our on-line worship.   

If you are uncertain or uncomfortable about being in the building for worship, please know that 

your feelings are completely valid.  We will continue to provide an on-line streaming service on 

Facebook Live and YouTube, just as we have been, so you will be able to worship from home.  We 

also understand that some may come to worship once and then decide they prefer to worship 

from home.  This is also a valid decision.   

Our primary objective is to worship God in a manner that keeps you and others safe.   

Once we are Orange: 

If you would like to be in person for worship: 
 Call to reserve a spot for you and your household by noon on the prior Saturday.  If you 

reach the church’s answering machine, be sure to tell 
us your name and how many other people will be 
coming to worship with you (your household).   

We will also be using Sign-up Genius for reser-
vations.  More information will be provided for this 
option at a later date.   

We will initially be only using the sanctuary 
space.  Once we have gotten the kinks worked out 
and if there is a need, we will expand into the fellow-
ship hall space.   
 
What to expect when you arrive: 

You will need to wear your own mask in the building at all times.  
As you arrive at the main front door, your temperature will be taken with a touchless ther-

mometer.  You may be asked to momentarily linger outside so that we have a very small number 
of people walking through the narthex to their chair at any given time.   

One bulletin will be provided for each household at your sanctuary seat.  If you need ex-
tras, we ask that you print yours at home or read the bulletin from your phone.   

You may place your offering in the black metal box in the narthex.   
You will be escorted to your chair(s) by an usher.  You will have a seat marked for your par-

ty (to help us get as many households in the space, while maintaining social distance).  The sanc-
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tuary has been reconfigured so that chairs are 6 feet away from neighboring seats.   
We ask that you limit trips to the bathroom.  The wooden doors to the bathroom will be 

propped open for the duration of worship.  Cleaning supplies can be found in each stall.  You 
are asked to clean all the surfaces you touch before and after you use the facilities.  Deep 
cleaning will occur on Monday and Saturday.   

A photo will be taken of the gathering so we can remember where you are sitting in re-
lationship to others in case contact tracing is needed.   
 
What to expect during worship: 

Scott will be the only person singing during worship. He will have a plexiglass shield 
around the keyboard. You’re invited to meditate on the words and music as you listen.   

You may whisper or pray silently with the Lord’s Prayer, as well as other responses.   
Pastor Beth will be preaching further back from the first row of seats than usual.  She 

will remove her mask to lead worship but will have it on before/after worship.   
Because the longer we are together the more aerosol particles are in the air, we will be 

maintaining our abbreviated worship format.  Worship will last 25-30 minutes.   
During worship, we will not be shaking hands or interacting with each other in close 

quarters.   
 
What to expect as worship ends: 

Beginning from the front row (closest the altar), you will be ushered out the fire escape 
door into the fellowship hall.  You will go 
to your car through the Little Miracles/
Fellowship Hall door.  (When people are 
seated in the fellowship hall, they will 
leave first, then people in the sanctuary).   

Pastor Beth will not be shaking 
hands or visiting with folks after worship.  
Please contact her by phone, by appoint-
ment, or email after worship or during the 
week.   
 
How you can help:   

Keep us all in prayer! 
Let the office know if you are willing 

to serve as a “door” person (opening entrance / exit doors for people so they do not touch the 
door themselves). 

Let Joe Kahl or Marty McKelvey know if you’re willing to be trained as an usher.   
Let John Lock know if you’re willing to be trained to record our worship for Facebook 

Live / YouTube. 
Please be patient with us, as these plans may change once we worship together and see 

how this plan actually works in person! 
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SAFS Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Want to help a family in need? We will be participating in Sylvania 

Area Family Services Thanksgiving and Christmas food/gift pro-

gram.  For each celebration, families are given $25 per person in 

Kroger gift cards. All gift cards/money for Thanksgiving are due 

November 22nd.  If you’d like to help with Thanksgiving food, 

please send Kroger gift cards in $25 increments or a gift of any 

amount by check marked SAFS Thanksgiving.  Thank you!   

       Feed Your Neighbor 

Our bin is generating a donation about every 3-4 days.  So far, 

canned corn has been the most popular item shared with the 

LSS Food pantry.  As we enter into the fall, please keep this vital 

ministry in mind!  Feed Your Neighbor!  

                               Winter Clothing Drive  

We are collecting new and gently used warm winter clothing 

for children and adults in the area who may be in need. A 

wooden donation box will be available soon outside the doors 

at St. Stephen or drop them off to the church office during the 

week. Thanks in advance for your generosity! 

 
OPERATION CHIRSTMAS CHILD 

Our gathering of Operation Christmas Child boxes contin-

ues this year, although without a packing party.  You’re  

invited to pick up a shoe-box here at church (by  

appointment, during quilting, during communion) at your 

convenience, fill it and return it to the church before our 

OCC gift dedication on November 22. 
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GIVE PLUS 
With social distancing and limited abilities to come together to worship at church, our ability 
to contribute to St. Stephen has been impacted.  For those members who are comfortable 
with using new technologies to contribute, there is a smart phone app to make our dona-
tions.  For complete instructions on how to use GivePlus, please see the St. Stephen website! 

 
ATTENTION THIRVENT MEMBERS 
Please remember to direct your “Thrivent Choice” dollars now and again before year end. Call 

me at (419)654-6264 with any questions.  

Sally Goetz 

 

SIMPLY GIVING 
Have you thought about using this program of regular financial giving to our  

ministry here at St. Stephen?  You designate the amount you would like to give on a consistent 
basis and how often you would like, it will be deducted from your checking or your savings ac-
count automatically.  You don’t have to think about getting your donation to St. Stephen, espe-
cially while we are not worshiping in our church building.    Registration is easy!  Give me a call 
at 419-654-6264 and I will mail you the paperwork.  Just return it to Sally Goetz and she will 
handle the internal setup with Vanco to get you started.           

 

 
 
ADVENT PHOTOS 
This year, Advent begins on November 29th.  As you begin decorating your house for Christ-
mas, you’re invited to share a photo of a Nativity in your home.  We’ll share these on our Face-
book page.  In addition to the whole nativity scene, we’re looking for a close up of your groups 
of or individual shepherds, wisemen, angels, Mary, Joseph, the empty manger, and baby Jesus 
in the manger.  Please text your photo to Pastor Beth’s cell phone (her number is in our church 
directory), or email it to sslcpastor@buckeye-express.com Thanks for helping with this project!   

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is the 
2nd Tuesday in the month. So for December 2020 Newsletter please have all 
your items submitted by November 10.  

 

ELECTION SITE 
If you typically vote here at St. Stephen, you may have gotten a notice from the Board of 
Elections redirecting you to vote at a different location.  We are hoping that we will be able to 
serve as a precinct for future elections.   

mailto:sslcpastor@buckeye-express.com
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NOVEMBER PRAYER NOTES 

 

 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 
 

 BIBLE QUIZ 

Which Gospel is written by a doctor? 

 (Answer  page 8) 

A. Matthew 

B. Mark 

C. Luke 

D. John 

 

 I have been reading a newsletter from Samaritan's Purse 

about Operation Christmas Child. As we continue to be more 

careful because of the Pandemic, there are children around 

the world who not only have to do the same but they are in 

need of so much. That is why we fill Shoe boxes for OCC. I 

hope that even as you practice social distancing, you will con-

tinue to fill shoe boxes for these children. There are boxes and 

brochures at church. Pick one, or more, up and fill it with small 

health care items (soap, wash cloth, tooth brush, hair brush & 

comb), small toys (balls, coloring books, jump ropes, cars), 

and, if you wish to do so, include a note to the child to make 

your shoe box a special gift. And remember always to pray for 

the children  

-Betty Lock 
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If you find yourself in need of emergency supplies or in need of 
someone to talk to, please don’t hesitate to call the church 

office and we will assist you however we can or direct you to 
resources that may be able to help. 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Corrie Schuppenies 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Marilyn Scuralli 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Marilyn Scuralli 
Property Joe Kahl 
Stewardship/Staff Support Beth Thomsen/Marilyn Scuralli 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Corrie S. 

                                   Social Ministry      Joan Haddox 
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Bible Quiz Answer: 

C. Luke 

 

 

Facebook Prayers 

For the past few months, 
we’ve been inviting peo-
ple to pray with us 
through our Facebook 
page. We’ve prayed for a 
variety of people and 

places and situations in our world.  If 
you have a suggestion for our prayers,  
please let Pastor Beth know and she 
will include it.   

Baptismal Birthdays 
11/1         Mike Gilley 
11/1         Aaron Ziegler 
11/3         Lin McKelvey 
11/5     Angela McCoy 
11/11       Becky Henderson 
11/14       Joyce Cunningham 
11/24       Amelia  H. Scuralli 
11/26       J.T. Chauvette 
11/26       Kristi Shepler 
11/27     Beth Sterba 

Birthdays 
11/3         Marilyn Hendricks 
11/13       Michelle Ballard 
11/18       Laureen Gilley 
11/19       Linda McDonough 
 
 

Anniversaries 
11/13           T&A Schmidt 
11/15           D&C Gustfson 
11/19         J&J Sansbury 
11/21           M&L Gilley 
11/21           B&S Markin 
11/30           R&J Cornell 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 

 
All Saints Day 

11AM Online Worship 
12 PM Catechism 

2 3 
 
7:00 PM Bible 

101 

4 

 
3:00 PM Walk 

Up Communion 

5 

 

9:00 AM  
Bishop’s Fall 
Gathering 

6 
 

7 
 
11:00 AM  
Zoom Test  

Session 

8 
 

Annual Meeting 
11AM Online Worship 
12 PM Zoom Meeting 

9 
 
7:00 PM Wor-

ship Committee 

10 
 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

11 

 

3:00 PM Walk 
Up Communion 
 

 

12 
 

 

 

13 

 

14 

 
 

 

  
 

15 

 
11AM Online Worship 

12 PM Catechism 
 

 

16 
 
6:30 PM Coun-
cil Meeting  
 

 

 

17 
Newsletter   
Deadline 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

18 
 

3:00 PM Walk 
Up Communion 

 
 

19 
 

20 

2:30 PM 
Youth Event 
Google Meets 

21 
  

 

22 

 
OCC Dedication 

11AM Online Worship 
 

SAFS Thanksgiving Donations 
Deadline 

23 
 

 
 
 

24 

 

25 
3:00 PM Walk 

Up Communion 
 
 

26 27 28 

29 

11AM Online Worship 
 

30 
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