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St. Stephen Lutheran Church
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Second Sunday of Advent

Welcome and Announcements

Stand

Confession

P Blessed be the Lord ¥ the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
C Blessed be God’s name forever.

Amen.

P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.

Let us confront our sins,

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection
P God of new beginnings,

C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.

We have strayed from your paths.

We prepare for war instead of peace.

We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purifying us with your refining fire

and set us again on your way of love,

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.

People of God,

a new thing is growing on our midst,

a tender branch,

a living sign.

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have puton % Christ,

and your sins have been washed away.

Rejoice in the way of the Lord.

C Amen.



Opening Hymn “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW 264
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I Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings 1is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own € - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His 18 no earth - ly king - dom; 1t comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - 'ty hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - Ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



Blessing of the Advent Wreath
LIGHT ONE CANDLE (WE SING VERSE 1 & 2 THIS WEEK)
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 p. 558
A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

THE HoLy GOSPEL

According to Matthew 3:1-12 p. 784

C Glory to you, O Lord.

the gospel is read

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

SERMON

Stand



HYMN OF THE DAY

“On Jordan’s Banks” LBW 36

0 4 .
VAN ... I |
ot | ] | =
< o o
1 On Jor - dan’s banks the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - €s
2 Then cleansed be ev - ry life  from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to  you, e - ter - nal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord 18 nigh; a - wake and hear - ken,
way for God with - 1n, and let us all our
and our  great re - ward; with - out your grace = we
rise to fall no  more; oh, let your face up -
has our free - dom won, whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings glad tid - ings  of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare  for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a - dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it, eV - er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676—1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to

judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sit
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor concludes each petition with: "God, in your mercy,”

C “Hear our prayer.”

Pastor concludes with:

P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Sharing of the Peace
If you are in our sanctuary please wave or give a peace sign to those around you. If you are

worshipping online, please type a greeting of peace to others.
Stand

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
Sit

COMMUNION:
All people who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are welcome to come and receive
Christ’s body and blood. Regardless of your church background or affiliation, you are welcome to
come forward. We will begin with those seated on the pulpit side of the congregation then those
seated on the keyboard side then those that are in the back section. You may come down the
center aisle to receive the bread. Choose an individual cup (red is wine, white is grape juice) to
receive and use the receptacle to dispose of your cup as you return to your seat using the side
aisles. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

Stand



COMMUNION SONG
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“WHAT FEAST OF LOVE”
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1 What feastof love 1s of-fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of - fered here, what cov - ¢ - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 1is of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this 18 Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is  Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is  Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
0 &
Y \
y 4T K — :
@ TT- ; dl / . )] | - l\,
Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God i1s  giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Sending Forth

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and keep
you in his grace. Amen

Benediction

God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from

despair,

bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, # one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love

Amen.



Closing Song “Lift the Savior Up”
Lift the Savior up
He's worthy
Lift the Savior up
He's worthy to be praised
Lift the Savior up
He's worthy
Jesus is worthy to be praised

Lift the Savior up

He's worthy

Lift the Savior up

He's worthy to be praised
Lift the Savior up

He's worthy

Jesus is worthy to be praised
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord

Lift the Savior up

He's worthy

Lift the Savior up

He's worthy to be praised
Lift the Savior up

He's worthy

Jesus is worthy

Yes He's worthy

Jesus is worthy to be praised

“Lift the Savior Up” Words and Music: O'landa Draper © 1991 Wordspring Music, LLC (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.)
CCLI License No. 450446
CCLI Song No. 1371555

DEPARTURE BID
A Go in peace. Christ is near.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

If you wish to contribute to St. Stephen’s ministry you can use the Faith Engagement app , place
them in the offering box in the Narthex or mail your offerings to 7800 Erie St., Sylvania, OH 43560.

MusIC REPRINTED UNDER THE FOLLOWING LICENSES, OR AS LISTED: 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.,; Augsburg Fortress License
#44951 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702495.; CCLI License #450446; LicenS-
ing #601168 = Liturgy components reprinted under the following or as listed
Lutheran Book of Worship and Sundays and Season: Augsburg Fortress License #44951



