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GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY

THE TENEBRAE

The service of Tenebrae, or Shadows, follows a tradition of the Church dating back to at least the
8tH, and perhaps the 5TH, Century. It dramatizes the suffering, death, and burial of Jesus Christ. The
Service moves from light to darkness, with the diminishing light symbolizing the fading devotion of the
apostles. It is hoped that each person will become more aware of the sadness and despair that were
evident before and during the crucifixion. At the end of the Service, the Sanctuary will be in almost
total darkness. There will be no benediction. Each person is asked to LEAVE SILENTLY as s/he
contemplates the tragedy of the crucifixion. Jesus, the Son of God, is dead; there is nothing more to
do but wait... and hope in God.

Congregation Stands

GATHERING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to

himself. Grant that we who have been born out of his wounded side may
at all times find mercy in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 52:13—53:12 pg. 596

HYymN “Go to Dark Gethsemane”
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dark Geth-sem - a - ne, all who feel the tempt-er’'s pow'r;

your Re-deem-er’s con-flict see.  Watch with him one bit - ter hour;
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turn not from his  griefs a- way; learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854

Music: GETHSEMANE, Richard Redhead, 1820-19¢1



THE BIDDING PRAYER
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence for prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the
prayers that conclude the silence. The assembly responds:

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.
Amen.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.
By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to
persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in
Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for Elizabeth and Daniel, our bishops, and for all servants of the church,

and for all the people of God.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep
them in health and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our
various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and
understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children,
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who
follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us
united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your
teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your
own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant's promises. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.



Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you
under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more
faithful witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you
and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace
in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one
true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the
worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your
goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice,
peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those in need.

Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those
who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free
those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and
disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have
the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The assembly kneels or sits.



THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN

READING 1: John 18:1-11 pg. 880
First candle extinguished
“When | Survey The Wondrous Cross”
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1 When I sur - vey the  won - drous cross on  which the
2 For - bid 1t, Lord, that I should boast save 1in the
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm of na - ture mine, that were a
n “ ] ]
A ] —
(e ~ P | |
prince of glo - ry died, my rich - est gain I
death of Christ, my God; all the vain things that
love flow min - gled down. Did e’er such love and
trib - ute far too small; love  so a - maz - ing,
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count but loss and pour con - tempt on all my pride.
charm me most, 1 sac - 11 - fice them to his  blood.
sor - row meet, or thorns com - pose  so rich a crown?
SO di - vine, de - mands my soul, my life, my all!
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807
READING 2: John 18:12-27 pg. 880

Second candle extinguished



“0O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs 1-2
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound - ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How art thou pale with an - guish, with sore a - buse and  scorn;
3 What lan-guage shall 1 bor - row to thank thee, dear - est  friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must  die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns, thine on - ly crown;
how does that vis-age lan - guish which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what Dbliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter pas - sion were all for sin-ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should T  faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - y, I joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans- gres - sion, but  thine the dead - ly pain.
Lord, let me nev -er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for he who dies be - liev - ing dies safe-ly in thy love.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607—-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, c. 1250; tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, ¢. 1500, adapt. Hans L. Hassler, 1564-1612
READING 3: John 18:28-40 pg. 881
Third candle extinguished
“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs 3-4
READING 4: John 19:1-7 pg. 881

Fourth candle extinguished




“Ah Holy Jesus” vs 1-2
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1 Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how hast thou of - fend - ed that we to
2 Who was the guilt-y? Who brought this up - on thee? A - las, my
3 Lo, the Good Shep-herd for the sheep is of - fered; the slave hath
4 For me, kind Je - sus, was thine in - car - na - tion, thy mor - tal
5 There - fore, kind Je - sus, since can-not pay thee, I do a-
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judge thee have in hate pre - tend - ed? By foes de - rnd - ed,
trea - son, Je - sus, hath un - done thee. 'Twas I, Lord Je - sus,
sin - ned, and the Son hath suf - fered; for our a - tone- ment,
sor - tow, and thy life’s ob - la - tion; thy death of an - guish
dore thee, and will ev - er pray thee; think on thy pit - y
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by thine own re - ject - ed, O most af - flict - ed.
I it was de - nied thee; I cru - ci - fied thee.
while we noth-ing heed - ed, God in -ter - ced - ed
and thy bit - ter pas - sion, for my sal - va - tion.
and thy love un - swerv - ing, not my de - serv - ing.
READING 5: John 19:8-16a pg. 881
Fifth candle extinguished
“Ah Holy Jesus” vs 3-5
READING 6: John 19:16b-22 pg. 881

Sixth candle extinguished




“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” vs 1-2
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I Be-neath the cross of Je - sus 1 long to take my stand;
Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a-bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
I ask no oth - er sun -shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a  home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. .. sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927

READING 7: John 19:23-30

Seventh candle extinguished

pg. 882




“Now Behold the Lamb”’
1  Now behold the Lamb,

the precious Lamb of God,
who bore all my sin, that | may live again:
the precious Lamb of God.

2 Holy is the Lamb,
the precious Lamb of God.
Why you love me so, Lord, | shall never know;
the precious Lamb of God.

3 Thank you for the Lamb,
the precious Lamb of God.
Because of your grace | can finish the race;
the precious Lamb of God.

“Now Behold the Lamb” Words & Music: Kirk Franklin, ©1996 Lilly Mack Music Duplication in any form prohibited without
permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

READING 8: John 19:31-42 pg. 882



“Were You There vs 1-2
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1 Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my  Lord?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the  tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the  side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in the  tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Refrain
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Oh, some-times it caus-es me to trem-ble, trem-ble, trem-ble.
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him 1n the tomb?

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WERE YOU THERE, African American spiritual
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SILENT MEDITATION, PRAYER
The Paschal Candle is removed

TIME OF SILENCE

The strepitus is heard now signifying the closing of the tomb.

Then the Altar Candle is brought back into the church in anticipation of the
Lord’s resurrection.

WHEN YOU WISH, YOU MAY LEAVE IN SILENCE.

Celebrant: Pr. Beth Ferne Johnson Music: Scott Ballard
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