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Congregation Stands 

Gathering 

Prayer of the Day  
P Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to 

himself. Grant that we who have been born out of his wounded side may 

at all times find mercy in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 52:13—53:12 pg. 596 
 
Hymn                                                                               “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
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The Bidding Prayer  
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence for prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the 
prayers that conclude the silence. The assembly responds: 

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 
Amen. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 
By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to 
persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in 
Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Let us pray for Elizabeth and Daniel, our bishops, and for all servants of the church, 
and for all the people of God.  
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep 
them in health and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our 
various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and 
understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children, 
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who 
follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us 
united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your 
teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your 
own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant's promises. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer. 
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Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you 
under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more 
faithful witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you 
and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace 
in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one 
true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for God's creation. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the 
worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your 
goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, 
peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those in need. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those 
who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free 
those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and 
disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have 
the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly kneels or sits. 
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The Passion According to St. John 
 
Reading 1: John 18:1-11 pg. 880 
First candle extinguished 
 

“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” 

 
 
Reading 2: John 18:12-27 pg. 880 
Second candle extinguished 
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“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs 1-2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 3: John 18:28-40 pg. 881 
Third candle extinguished 

  

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs 3-4  

 
Reading 4: John 19:1-7 pg. 881 
Fourth candle extinguished 
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 “Ah Holy Jesus” vs 1-2 

Reading 5: John 19:8-16a pg. 881 
Fifth candle extinguished 

  
“Ah Holy Jesus” vs 3-5 
 
Reading 6: John 19:16b-22 pg. 881 
Sixth candle extinguished 
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“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” vs 1-2 

 
Reading 7: John 19:23-30 pg. 882 
Seventh candle extinguished 
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“Now Behold the Lamb” 
1 Now behold the Lamb, 

the precious Lamb of God, 

who bore all my sin, that I may live again: 

the precious Lamb of God. 

2 Holy is the Lamb, 

the precious Lamb of God. 

Why you love me so, Lord, I shall never know; 

the precious Lamb of God. 

3 Thank you for the Lamb, 

the precious Lamb of God. 

Because of your grace I can finish the race;  

the precious Lamb of God. 

“Now Behold the Lamb” Words & Music: Kirk Franklin, ©1996 Lilly Mack Music Duplication in any form prohibited without 
permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
Reading 8: John 19:31-42 pg. 882 
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 “Were You There vs 1-2 
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silent meditation, prayer 
 

The Paschal Candle is removed 

 
time of silence 
 

The strepitus is heard now signifying the closing of the tomb. 

 

Then the Altar Candle is brought back into the church in anticipation of the 

Lord’s resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN YOU WISH, YOU MAY LEAVE IN SILENCE. 

Celebrant: Pr. Beth Ferne Johnson Music: Scott Ballard 
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