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Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 

 
     During the last few months, you have heard this blessing at the conclusion of our on-line Sunday 
worship services and at walk-up Communion.  You may or may not have realized that the words are 
lifted almost exactly from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome.  (To check it out, look up Romans 8:38-
39).   

     As Paul is writing to the Roman church, he knows that they are dealing with a lot of things.  Among 
them are the struggles involved with living in the capital city of an empire that is categorically opposed 
to some of the basic ideas of Christianity.  Emperors routinely proclaimed themselves as the “son of 
God” and promised “peace on earth” built by military might and exploitation of conquered peoples.  
Christian worship of one true God was an exotic threat in a culture built among countless gods and 
goddesses that played games in people’s lives.   

    The church itself was struggling to grow and to “hang in there”.  One of the issues Christians were 
dealing with was what it meant to be a pagan converted Christian vs. a Jewish converted one.  Indeed 
in 49 A.D., Christians are exiled from Rome because of the struggles Christians are having with Jewish 
folks as each religion tried to discern a path for their own future.  Tensions inside the church and out-
side in society were threatening to destroy faith believers have.   

    Into that struggle, that chaos, that tension, Paul speaks this word of strength, of hope, of promise.  
God’s love is a rock that is unshakable.  It just is.   

   Lately, as I’ve heard these words and spoken them, the line—things present and things to come—
has captured my focus.  Nothing now or in the future can interfere with God’s love for us.  For those 
who worry about the present and the future, these words should serve as a great comfort.  No matter 
what happens, God’s love for us cannot be shaken.   It is forever and for always.   

  As we begin our journey into Lent, we will be again reminded of the extent of God’s love….as Jesus 
journeys to the cross and willing goes into death itself—all to reveal to us the incredible depth of 
God’s love for us.   

 

God’s peace to you, 

Beth Ferne Johnson, pastor 

 

P.S.   A member asked me why angels were part of the list of things that could separate us from God.  I 
did some research, because in the Gospels, angels serve as messengers from God to people that God 
wants to work with.  In the intertestamental times (between the end of the Old Testament and the 
writing of the New), angels had a different role, and were seen as agents that could work against 

God’s will, blocking and interfering in God’s workings with us humans.   
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
On Ash Wednesday, February 17th, you’ll have an opportunity to receive a cross of ashes on 
your forehead. In addition to receiving communion from 3-5PM, you’re also able to receive a 
cross of ashes during that time as well.   From 5-6PM we’re offering the imposition of the ashes 
as a drive-thru where Pastor Beth will greet you in the parking lot and place a cross of ashes on 
your forehead through the window of your car.     
 
At 6:45 p.m., we’ll be live streaming our Ash Wednesday worship on Facebook and YouTube, 
just as we do on Sunday morning.  It will remain on those platforms, if you’d like to worship lat-
er, as well.   

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY WORSHIPS 
Beginning with Wednesday, February 24th, you’re invited to worship at 6:45 p.m. online.  This 
year, we’ll be worshipping during these Wednesdays with our brothers and sisters at Olivet Lu-
theran.  The invitation to Lent spoken on Ash Wednesday reminds us that we enter this season 
together “with the whole church”.  Often Lent is a time for deepening community as we typi-
cally eat together before worship.  Since that’s not possible this year, we’ll be expanding our 
community to hear from Pastor Beth, Pastor Nate, and Pastor Melissa on alternating weeks.  
We’ll also be changing locations and musicians, as well.  But you—you don’t need to keep track 
of that—simply go to St. Stephen’s Facebook page, as you do on Sunday morning, and join in 
our virtual worship together.  We’ll be using readings from Mark’s gospel, as we’re invited to 
reflect on what it means to be in community with one another, with the world, with creation, 
and with God. 
 
BIBLE 101 
As we finish working through Max Lucado’s book, God will use this for good, we’ve voted on 
our next book to read and discuss.  Barbara Bradford Taylor’s book, An Altar in the World,  will 
be our focus. If you’re interested in joining this zoom group, we meet online Tuesdays at 7:00 
p.m.  Please contact Pastor Beth for the zoom login information.   
 
ZOOM COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 
Like to get together on Zoom and see familiar faces?  Join in on Saturday, February 20th, for 
conversation together.  Pastor Beth will bring a discussion question to get things started and 
then we’ll just chat for the rest of the hour.  Please join us at 10:30 a.m.   
 
ST. STEPHEN SWEATSHIRT 
Don't be left out in the cold! Order your St Stephen sweatshirt or hoodie today. The sweat-
shirts are navy blue with the St Stephen logo embroidered on the upper left. The cost is $15.95 
for sweatshirts and $21.95 for hoodies. Sizes available are adult  sm/md/lg/ XL/ 2x/3x/ and 
4x(2x add $3 and 3x and up add $4) Make checks payable St Stephen.  All orders need to be in 
by February 21. Contact Lin Mckelvey 419-376-3946 if you have any questions.  
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CATECHISM 
Our next catechism classes will be held on February 21 and 28 at noon through the Zoom 
app.  Please have your Bible and Small Catechism books handy!   
 
 
YOUTH EVENT 
At the time of this publication, a date for this event hadn’t been set.  We’re hoping to sched-
ule it before Ash Wednesday, though, so that day can be a learning focus.  If you’re interest-
ed in joining in, please contact the church office for more information.   
 
 

CELECRATION OF MARRIAGE 
We’re asking those who are celebrating a 5 or 10 year milestone, as well as those who’ve 
spent over 50 years together, to send us a wedding photo for us to share on Facebook.  We’ll 
also be dropping off a treat to those being honored on their porch on Valentine’s Day.  Con-
gratulations!   
 
 
HOMEMADE COOKIES NEEDED! 
Would you like to make some cookies and not have to eat the whole batch yourself?  We’re 
looking for four dozen cookies to be shared with those celebrating anniversaries on February 
14th.  Please let us know if you’d like to contribute some ASAP and for packaging purposes 
have them to St. Stephen by Thursday, February 11th.   
 
 
PLANNING AHEAD 
Like to help make palm crosses??  Please let us know and we’ll get you supplies to do them 
at home!  We plan to mail a cross to each member before Palm Sunday, March 28th!   
 
Easter Sunday—April 4th  If Lucas County is still in red and the weather cooperates, we’re 
planning an Easter Drive-In Worship service!  
 
 

RESPONSIBLE REOPENING 
Our church council is planning for a responsible return to in-person worship once Lucas County 
transitions back to “orange”, from our current “red” status.  While on red, our Sunday online 
worship will continue, available on Facebook and YouTube.  Once we transition to Orange for 2 
Thursdays in a row, that next Sunday (10 days from the first orange Thursday), we will transition 
to in-person worship, while continuing to provide our on-line worship.   
If you are uncertain or uncomfortable about being in the building for worship, please know that 
your feelings are completely valid.  We will continue to provide an on-line streaming service on 
Facebook Live and YouTube, just as we have been, so you will be able to worship from home.  
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Salem Non-Food Pantry 

Our ongoing collection for Salem Lutheran non-food pantry 

could use an infusion! They are always in need of any baby 

supplies, natural hair care products, dry laundry detergent, 

toothpaste and toothbrushes, lotions, and hair styling prod-

ucts! They always appreciate our donations and it really 

makes a different to people in need in our community! 

        

Feed Your Neighbor 

Our bin is generating a donation about every 3-4 days.  So far, 

canned corn has been the most popular item shared with the 

LSS Food pantry.  As we move past the holiday season, please 

keep this vital ministry in mind!  Feed Your Neighbor!  

                               LWR Quilting  

There will be an afternoon of quilting on Tuesday, February 23, from 1 PM to 

4:30 PM.   If you would like to quilt alone or in a smaller group, you may come in 

to tie a quilt or to sew a quilt top in one of the "sewing rooms" any day in Febru-

ary.  If you decide to do that, please call or email Libby Boldt so she can make 

sure the needed supplies are in place for you.   You may also sew at home. if you 

would like to do that.  Materials can be put in a bag for you to pick up when the 

office is open.  Libby Boldt, 419-356-6244, or Lboldt@bex.net  

Souper Bowl 
Souper Bowl Sunday is February 7th.  We’re doing our part to support Lu-

theran Social Services and their food pantry.  We’re looking to gather ei-

ther a can of soup or $1 from each person in your household!  We’ll be 

sharing the results on Facebook and in our worship announcements prior 

to the big game.  You’re welcome to drop off cans of soup in the recepta-

cle outside the church doors, or contribute financially through the Vanco 

app or by getting your contribution to St. Stephen.   

 

mailto:Lboldt@bex.net
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 St. Stephen Lutheran Church 2020 Summary Financial Report 

Thanks to the generous support of our members and friends and for 
the careful stewardship of resources by staff and council, the end of 
year  financial position of the church is very similar to the end of 

Please call or write Libby Boldt if you have any questions. 

General Fund Donations & Receipts $180,725  

PPP Loan Received 25,600  

General Fund Expenditures -204,355  

Excess of Receipts over Expenditures $1,970  
   

Building Fund Donations & Receipts $7,753  

Building Fund Expenditures -2,972  

Capitalized Expenditures -7,526  

Expenditures Paid from Savings -$2,745  
   

Social Ministry/Outreach Fund   

 Donations & Receipts $5,089  

Social Ministry/outreach Expenditures -4,232  

Expenditures from Prior Year Receipts -178  

Excess of Receipts over Expendi- $678  
   

*Amount to be spent in 2021   

**Operation Christmas Child & Quilting to be spent in 2021. 

   

Cash Account Balances at: 12/31/2020 12/31

General Fund Checking $7,467 $5,05

General Fund Savings 24,374 24,37

Building Fund Savings 15,481 18,13

Total Cash Accounts  $47,322 $47,5

   

Scholarship Fund:   

Opening Cash $30,717  

Donations and Receipts 3,917  

Expenditures -3,800  

Excess of Receipts over Expenditures 117  

Ending Cash Balance $30,834  
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GIVE PLUS 
With social distancing and limited abilities to come together to worship at church, our ability 
to contribute to St. Stephen has been impacted.  For those members who are comfortable 
with using new technologies to contribute, there is a smart phone app to make our dona-
tions.  For complete instructions on how to use GivePlus, please see the St. Stephen website! 

 
 

SIMPLY GIVING 
Have you been thinking about setting up a recurring deduction from your checking or savings 
account for your church?  Simply Giving is your source to do so.  You can designate a set 
amount each week, semi-monthly or monthly through this program.  It’s really easy to manage 
and you don’t have to think about writing a check or using the “Give Plus” option every week 
to make your donation to St. Stephen.  Just give me a call at 419-654-6264 and I will mail you 
the enrollment form.  Return it to me and I will process it through Vanco Solutions, the desig-
nated Thrivent company who handles the program for them.  ~Sally Goetz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
LIVESTREAM TIME 

Like to learn how to operate our live stream to the congregation and community each Sunday?  
Please let Pastor Beth know and she’ll connect you with our team that’s currently running the 
livestream.  Many thanks to John Lock, Jeremy Hopkins, and Jake Bogdan for their help with 
this ministry!   

 
LITTLE MIRACLES 
Little Miracle will not be using the building until the Fall of the 2021-2022 school year at 
the earliest.  

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
As always our newsletter deadline for anything you want to be added is the 
2nd Tuesday in the month. So for March 2021 Newsletter please have all your 
items submitted by February 9.  
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FEBRUARY PRAYER 

 

 

COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

ALL  IN GOOD FUN 
 

 

 
BIBLE QUIZ 

How many times do the phrases “fear 
not” or “do not fear” appear in the Bible? 

 (Answer  page 8) 

A. 127 

B. 365 

C. 258 

D. 101 

The child was a typical four-year-old girl - cute, 

inquisitive, bright as a new penny. When she ex-

pressed difficulty in grasping the concept of mar-

riage, her father decided to pull out his wedding 

photo album, thinking visual images would help. 

       One page after another, he pointed out the 

bride arriving at the church, the entrance, the 

wedding ceremony, the recessional, the recep-

tion, etc. 

      "Now do you understand?" he asked. 

      "I think so," she said, "is that when mommy 

came to work for us?"  

 

Almighty God,  

we entrust all who are dear to us to thy 

never-failing care and love, for this life and 

the life to come, knowing that thou art do-

ing for them better things than we can de-

sire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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If you find yourself in need of emergency supplies or in need of 
someone to talk to, please don’t hesitate to call the church 

office and we will assist you however we can or direct you to 
resources that may be able to help. 

Hearing assistance equipment for up to 8 users 

available for anyone who needs help hearing the 

service better. Please ask Jeremy Hopkins or any-

one who uses the equipment for assistance.

President   Marilyn Scuralli 
Vice President  Joe Kahl 
Secretary  Corrie Schuppenies 
Treasurer  Libby Boldt/Sharon Mason 
 
 

Christian Education Pastor Beth 
Finance Marilyn Scuralli 
Prayer, Praise, Worship Pastor Beth 
Property Joe Kahl 
Staff Support Marilyn Scuralli 
Stewardship/Evangelism Beth Madden 
Technology John Lock 
Youth & Family Ministry Corrie Schuppenies 

                                   Social Ministry      Joan Haddox 
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Bible Quiz Answer: 

B. 365 

 

 

Lenten Devotionals 

The Lenten Devo-
tionals are in! If 
you are in need of 
one they are availa-
ble at the church! 
Call the office and a 
pick up time can be 
arranged! 

Baptismal Birthdays 
2/1         Jim Boldt 
2/8         Kathie Tefft 
2/8         Lynn Tefft 
2/13       Phyllis Anderson 
2/22       Vivian Johnson 

Birthdays 
2/2         Mollie McCoy 
2/3         Dave Aldrich 
2/5         Nancy Pfau 
2/7         Michelle Tebary 
2/13       Phyllis Anderson 
2/19       John Lock 
2/23       Tricia Kunkel 
2/25       Joan Paxton 
2/28       Jeremy Hopkins 
 
 

Word in Season 

The Word in Season for 
January, February and 
March are now at the 
church! If you can’t 
make it to the building 
to pick one up, call the 
office and Janell can 
send you one! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

 

1 2 
 
7:00 PM Bible 

101 

3 

 
3:00 PM Walk 

Up Communion 

4 

 

 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
11AM Online Worship 

 

8 
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Newsletter   
Deadline 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

10 

 

3:00 PM Walk 
Up Communion 
 

 

11 
 

 

 

12 

 

13 

 

 

  
 
 

14 

 
Celebration of Marriage 

11AM Online Worship 
 

 

15 
 
7:00 PM Coun-
cil Meeting  
 

 

 

16 
7:00 PM Bible 

101 

17 
Ash  Wed. 

3:00 PM Walk 
Up Communion 

& Ashes 
5:00 Drive-Thru 
Ash Imposition 

 

18 
 

19 

 

20 
  

10:30 Coffee and 
Conversation 

21 

 
11AM Online Worship 

12PM Catechism 
 

*Deadline to Order  
Sweatshirts 

22 
 

 
 
 

23 

7:00 PM Bible 

101 

24 
3:00 PM Walk 

Up Communion 
 

6:45 Lenten 
Service 

 

25 26 27 

28 

11AM Online Worship 
12PM Catechism 

      

February 2021 


